24     ANCIENT AND MODERN IMPERIALISM
All these efforts to check the rising tide of Imperialism were in vain. Perhaps they were not always very whole-hearted. Reluctance to assume further responsibilities was constantly struggling both with national pride, which urged that those responsibilities should be assumed, and with fear of the consequences if some really efficient ruler were allowed to take in hand the task which Rome had declined.
At the death of Antiochus IV. (Epiphanes) in B.C. 164, his nephew, Demetrius the Saviour, was residing at Rome, whither he had been brought as a hostage some years previously. Though his character subsequently degenerated, he was at that time a youth who gave remarkably good promise for the future. He had from his childhood been surrounded by Roman associations. He was known to be popular in Syria. Here, therefore, was a good opportunity for the Roman Government, had it wished to do so, to take a really effective step in the direction of shaking off Imperial burdens, and placing them on the shoulders of one who, though not a Roman, was believed
refused to annex Oudh at the conclusion of a successful campaign.